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Dear Band Members and Parents, 

Welcome to the 2010 Western Brown Marching Band

I am truly excited for the possibilities of this upcoming season.  It seems like I say the sames things year after year but after the success that we had in the 2009 season this season can be so much more!  This season will build upon one of the most successful seasons to date and take our marching program to another level! 

Western Brown Local School District offers many musical opportunities to enrich the lives of our students. The Marching Band is one of those opportunities and is a completely volunteer organization. This handbook describes the Western Brown Marching Band and all activities that pertain to it as well. You will find important information regarding fees, finances, performance schedules, rehearsal schedules, and other basic information. Please take the time to make yourself familiar with the handbook and all information therein. 

We are taking a step in a new direction this year and are looking forward to a successful season of growth and welcome all new members into our great tradition of excellence. This is YOUR program, take pride in it and your success. 

GO BRONCOS!!!! 

Scott D. Reed – Director 

Julie Woodruff – Assistant Director 

Contact Information 

Scott D. Reed – Director 

Western Brown High School 

Mt. Orab Middle School 

476 West Main Street 

Mt. Orab, Ohio 45154 

(937) 444-2544 ext 11510 

Email – reed-s@wb.k12.oh.us 

Julie Woodruff – Assistant Director 

Hammersville Middle School 

Hammersville, OH 45130 

(937) 379-1144 

Email - woodr-j@wb.k12.oh.us 

Band Booster Officers 

www.broncobands.com/boosters

Dan Beusterien – President

Anna Beusterien – Vice President

Sandy Kelly – Treasurer/Student Accounts

Lynn Arnold – Treasurer/Accounts Payable

Kim Blair – Secretary

Western Brown Band Boosters 

PO Box 321 

Mt. Orab, OH 45154 

Student’s Roles 

Band Member 

A Western Brown Band member is a student who has, by choice, committed and dedicated themselves to the goals and philosophy of the marching band. One’s personal objectives should always be to become a successful part of the total band program and strive to help other members become successful musicians. A member of the Western Brown Band program should always conduct themselves with class and dignity. 

Drum Major 

The Drum Major, because of their position, should serve as model leaders to all members within the band. In many instances, their standards must be set higher to achieve the respect needed for the goal of leadership. These young leaders should not hesitate to assume leadership in a positive manner. Drum major will be named after auditions in March. 

Color Guard Member 

A Western Brown Color Guard member performs of major role in the success and quality of our marching band. They are an equal part of the marching band and in that respect maintain the high rules and standards of the band program. All rules and expectations of the band program apply equally to the color guard. Group success should always come before personal gain. 

Band Captains

A band is only as good as its leaders. Every band captain will be responsible for making their section fit into the total framework of the band. A band captain must realize that their standard of work and conduct should be of the highest quality. Only then will the squad leader earn the respect and leadership from the entire section. Applications are on the website and leaders will be named in March.

Misc. Leaders 

As odd as this sections sounds these are people who may not want the responsibility of being a squad leader or drum major but want to help out the marching band as much as possible. These positions are filled by application and include the following: Attendance, Field Set-up/Clean-up, Uniforms, Room clean-up, Instrument checker, & Equipment boxes. The same leadership application will be used.

Attendance Policy 

Summer Rehearsals 

Summer rehearsals for full band will not begin until AUGUST 2, 2010. This is the beginning of an intense musical and physical 10 day rehearsal period before the start of school. DO NOT MAKE A COMMITMENT to the group if you cannot attend BOTH weeks of band camp. Speak with one of the directors about possible conflicts as early as possible. ALL STUDENTS will need to report to the WBHS band room on August 2nd at 8:00AM for camp. This rehearsal schedule is outlined later in the handbook in more detail. These rehearsals are extremely important. The majority of the fall show will be taught both musically as well as visually during this time. The best effort has been made to give students time off during the summer to spend with family and friends. Because of this it is imperative that full participation begin on day one of rehearsal on August 2nd.

Marching Band Rehearsals (School Year) 

A specific schedule of all rehearsals and performances are provided in this handbook. Attendance at all rehearsals is a vital part of the bands success. Attendance at all performances is also very important. You have made a commitment to this group and should act as so! We often hear that one person missing isn’t a big deal. The loss of one member for rehearsal or performance has a negative effect on the total band. Please schedule family and work responsibilities appropriately.  Most conflicts can be resolved with the directors in advance. 

School-Year Rehearsal Schedule: 

Mondays 2:45PM-5:00PM Sectionals/Full Rehearsals (details will follow) 

Mondays 5:00PM-6:00PM Drumline/Guard Rehearsals

Tuesdays 2:45PM-5:00PM Full Band Rehearsal 

Thursdays 2:45PM-5:00PM Full Band Rehearsal 

Fridays 3:00PM ONLY ON HOME GAME DAYS!!

In this handbook there is a detailed tentative calendar for the entire marching band season. Please review it carefully. Any changes in times/dates will be posted on our website and sent home with the students as early as possible. 

www.broncobands.com/calendar 

Student Pickup 

Before every performance your child will be given an agenda for the day. This is done as a convenience for you and your family. Please be on time when picking up your student after a performance.  Twitter will again be used to inform of arrival times follow us at www.twitter.com/broncobands.

Punctuality 

Being on time is the most important aspect of having an effective rehearsal. The band staff works very hard to plan an effective rehearsal that will result in constant improvement of the band. We do this on a limited time frame compared to many other band programs. If a rehearsal is to start at 2:45PM students are expected to be in their assigned spot at this time, not pulling into the parking lot or moving to that spot. Rehearsal will begin on time and end on time. Remember that to be early is to be on time and to be on time is to be late! 

Misc.

ANY STUDENT WHO QUITS THE MARCHING PROGRAM IS EXCLUDED FROM PARTICIPATION IN CERTAIN BAND RELATED ACTIVITIES FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE YEAR!!!

Band Calendar 

*TENTATIVE* 

Miscellaneous Information 

UPDATES AND OTHER INFORMATION WILL BE ON THE WEB AT: 

www.broncobands.com/calendar 

This calendar is provide to give students and parents as much information as possible regarding band activities that can be scheduled in advance. There may be additional performances presented during the course of the school year. We will make every attempt to schedule these performances far enough in advance to allow families to plan accordingly. 

The Western Brown Band is also responsible for providing pep bands for the football team. The football schedules are included in this handbook for your planning purposes. 

Please realize that the success of our teams will result in post season responsibilities for our band. 

When we are made aware of post season we will post to the website and send home letters. 

www.broncobands.com/marching 

AUGUST 2010 BAND SCHEDULE 

	Sunday 
	Monday 
	Tuesday 
	Wednesday 
	Thursday 
	Friday 
	Saturday 

	1
	2

Band Camp

8:00AM-5:00PM

OPTIONAL DRUM CORP TRIP
	3

Band Camp

8:00AM-5:00PM
	4

Band Camp

8:00AM-5:00PM
	5

Band Camp

8:00AM-5:00PM
	6

Band Camp

8:00AM-5:00PM
	7

	8
	9

Band Camp

8:00AM-8:00PM
	10

Band Camp

8:00AM-8:00PM
	11

Band Camp

8:00AM-5:00PM
	12

Band Camp

8:00AM-8:00PM
	13

Band Camp

8:00AM-5:00PM

Parent Preview

6:00PM
	14

	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21

	22
	23

First Day of School

NO PRACTICE
	24

Practice

2:45PM-5:00PM
	25
	26

Practice

2:45PM-5:00PM
	27

Home Football

Practice 3:00PM
	28

	29
	30

Practice 2:45PM-5:00PM

Perc/Guard until 6:00PM
	31

Practice 2:45PM-5:00PM
	
	
	
	


SEPTEMBER 2010 BAND SCHEDULE 

	Sunday 
	Monday 
	Tuesday 
	Wednesday 
	Thursday 
	Friday 
	Saturday 

	
	  
	 
	1
	2

Practice 2:45PM-5:00PM
	3
	4

	5
	6

NO SCHOOL

No Practice!!
	7

Practice 2:45PM-5:00PM
	8
	9

Practice 2:45PM-5:00PM
	10
	11

Kings HS

Competition

	12
	13

Practice 2:45PM-5:00PM

Perc/Guard until 6:00PM
	14

Practice 2:45PM-5:00PM
	15
	16

Practice 2:45PM-5:00PM
	17

Home Football

Practice 3:00PM
	18

East Central

Competition



	19
	20

Practice 2:45PM-5:00PM

Perc/Guard until 6:00PM
	21

Practice 2:45PM-5:00PM
	22
	23

Practice 2:45PM-5:00PM
	24


	25

OMEA

Competition

	26
	27

Brown Co Fair Parade/Perf.
	28

        NO
	29

SCHOOL
	30

FAIR
	BREAK
	 


OCTOBER 2010 BAND SCHEDULE 

	Sunday 
	Monday 
	Tuesday 
	Wednesday 
	Thursday 
	Friday 
	Saturday 

	
	  


	  
	
	
	1

FAIR
	2

BREAK

	3
	4

Practice 2:45PM-5:00PM

Perc/Guard until 6:00PM
	5

Practice 2:45PM-5:00PM
	6
	7

Practice 2:45PM-5:00PM
	8


	9

Western Brown

Competition!!

	10
	11

Practice 2:45PM-5:00PM

Perc/Guard until 6:00PM
	12

Practice 2:45PM-5:00PM
	13
	14

Practice 2:45PM-5:00PM
	15

Home Football

Practice 3:00PM
	16

Homecoming

I promise!!

NO COMPETITION!

	17
	18

Practice 2:45PM-5:00PM

Perc/Guard until 6:00PM
	19

Practice 2:45PM-5:00PM
	20
	21

Practice 2:45PM-5:00PM
	22
	23

Mason HS

Competition

	24
	25

Practice 2:45PM-5:00PM

Perc/Guard until 6:00PM
	26

Practice 2:45PM-5:00PM
	27
	28

Practice 2:45PM-5:00PM
	29

Home Football

Practice 3:00PM
	30

Colerain HS

Competition

	31
	
	
	
	
	
	


NOVEMBER 2010 BAND SCHEDULE 

	Sunday 
	Monday 
	Tuesday 
	Wednesday 
	Thursday 
	Friday 
	Saturday 

	
	1

Practice 2:45PM-5:00PM

Perc/Guard until 6:00PM
	2

Practice 2:45PM-5:00PM
	3
	4

Practice 2:45PM-6:00PM
	5

Possible OMEA State Finals Comp.
	6

MSBA

Championships

	7
	8

Practice 2:45PM-5:00PM

Perc/Guard until 6:00PM
	9

Practice 2:45PM-5:00PM
	10
	11

BOA
	12

GRAND
	13

NATIONALS

	14
	15
	16
	17
	18

Marching Band Awards Banquet

6:00PM
	19
	20


TRAVEL AGREEMENT 

Traveling with the band is a privilege, not a right. 

When you sign the information sheet, you agree to abide by the terms set forth below. This agreement encompasses all band trips during the current marching band year. 

Students are expected to travel TO AND FROM events with the band, on the bus. ONLY PARENTS AND LEGAL GUARDIANS may take a child out of our care – older brothers and sisters, cousins, aunts, uncles, boyfriends, friends, etc MAY NOT!! This year we will NOT be requiring notes for parents to take students with them. Instead we will be implementing a sign-out sheet that will be in one of the directors possession. 

Failure to follow these guidelines may result in travel privileges with band being revoked for all or part of the school year. 

The following are also expected of students riding the bus: 

· All school rules will be followed. 

· The busses will be left in BETTER condition than we receive them. 

· Appropriate language and behavior is expected at all times! 

· Stay in your seat – don’t get up and move around the bus. 

· The directors will, if needed, assign seats.

· Public display of affection is limited to hand holding.  Do not push this.  It is already more than the school allows!!!!

· BOYS RIDE BOYS BUS & GIRLS RIDE GIRLS BUS!!!! 

If any student acts in behavior that is deemed to require discipline by the transportation department of Western Brown Schools, the student may lose travel privileges with the band. If this happens, it will be up to the student to secure transportation to band functions. It does NOT excuse the student from the performance or rehearsal. 

ZERO TOLERANCE DRUG ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO POLICY: The use of these items will not be tolerated during any band activity at home or away. Any student found with these items will be dealt with by the school authorities with the same penalties as if the offense occurred during the school day. In addition the student will be sent home immediately at the parent’s expense. Students in violation of this policy will be PERMANENTLY removed from the Western Brown Band Program and all auxiliary band activities. 

The directors reserve the right to check all baggage prior to departing on any overnight trip. 

FINANCIAL COMMITMENT 

We are trying to keep costs down so as not to strain family budgets. If you compare our cost to those of many other groups we are a deal! All new marchers will need marching band shoes, this includes color guard. The fees break down as follows: 

$50 Commitment Fee (Little Caesars Pizza Kits)

$35 Band/Color Guard Shoes (deduct this if no shoes are needed)

$10 Tour T-Shirt (to be worn under uniform) 

$5 gloves (guard as well)
$10 Band Uniform Fee
$100 Band Camp Fee/Color Guard Uniform Fee 

$210 TOTAL FEES +  $50 unless adult(s) works 2 event fundraisers AND WB Invitational
Do not let this total discourage or scare anyone. The band boosters provide numerous opportunities for students to raise ALL of their money. We will provide at least one fundraiser a month starting in February for students to raise payments. NO STUDENT WILL EVER BE EXCLUDED BECAUSE OF FINANCIAL REASONS! If you have a concern please contact Mr. Reed or any booster officer and we will discuss matters PRIVATELY!  It is possible for students to do the fundraisers and pay very little out of pocket for marching band. Here is the minimum monthly payment schedule to follow:

· $50 Payment Due February 26, 2010 (can be handled through Little Caesars Fundraiser)

· $50 Payment Due March 31, 2010 (can be handled through Avon Fundraiser)

· $50 Payment Due April 30, 2010

· $60 Payment Due May 28, 2010 (minus $35 if shoes are not needed)
Any outstanding balance from last season needs to be handled first!!!!! 

ALL CHECKS SHOULD BE MADE OUT TO: 

WESTERN BROWN BAND BOOSTERS 

A drop box for all money will be next to the band office door. NEVER HAND MONEY TO MR. REED!! Make sure it is in a labeled envelop and placed in the drop box. 

BANDS OF AMERICA GRAND NATIONALS TRIP 

Each year the band performs at the Bands of America Music For All Grand National event.  The dates for this event are November 11-13, 2010.  ALL students will travel to Indy to perform on our day but we will NOT be staying this year.  We will take field reps back for awards and a bus will go back to watch finals at student cost.
OPTIONAL MARCHING BAND TRIP

NEW this year we are planning a marching band trip for sometime around March 2011 to New Orleans, LA.  Any performance would be a parade performance where we would actually get paid to play!  But the major focus would be on travel and site-seeing!

Estimated costs with 4 students per room = $

BAND CAMP INFORMATION 

Please remember that band camp is required. If it is absolutely necessary to miss part of this week you must contact the band directors as soon as possible. 

WORK IS NOT AN EXCUSE FOR MISSING BAND CAMP! DOCTOR’S/DENTIST APPOINTMENTS ARE NOT AN EXCUSE FOR MISSING ANY PART OF BAND CAMP. You have these dates well in advance, please schedule accordingly. 

BAND CAMP SCHEDULE 

FIRST WEEK 

8:00AM - ALL STUDENTS REPORT 

12:00PM – 1:00PM – Lunch break for all students. (ON YOUR OWN) 

5:00PM Dismissal 

SECOND WEEK (Except Wednesday & Friday) 

8:00AM – ALL STUDENTS REPORT. 

12:00PM – 1:00PM Lunch break for all students. (ON YOUR OWN) 

4:00PM-5:00PM – Dinner break for all students. (ON YOUR OWN) 

8:00PM Dismissal 

WEDNESDAY WEEK TWO 

8:00AM - ALL STUDENTS REPORT. 

12:00PM – 1:00PM – Lunch break for all students. 

5:00PM Dismissal 

FINAL FRIDAY 

8:00AM - ALL STUDENTS REPORT. 

12:00PM – 1:00PM – Lunch break for all students. 

5:00PM Dismissal 

6:00PM – PARENT PREVIEW SHOW. 

What should I bring to band camp? 

· Comfortable gym shoes – DO NOT wear new shoes! You will get blisters! 

· NO SANDALS or FLIP-FLOPS. 

· Sunglasses/hat/visor/sunscreen 

· Personal water cooler. We will take frequent water breaks throughout the day! 

· Pencil, music, drill notebook, 3 ring binder with clear plastic sheets, instrument. 

What should I expect thisweek? 

Morning – stretching, conditioning, and lots of FUNdamental marching. 

Afternoons – sectionals and inside full band music rehearsals. 

Evenings – Full group on field putting drill with music. 

You should try to have all music memorized by the beginning of band camp. This will make our lives much easier. ALL STUDENTS WILL HAVE DRILL CHARTS & MAPBOOKS. Drill for filling out mapbook to be used on field. 

